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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the RCE amendment filed on April 3, 2009. Claims 
1-14 were canceled. Claims 15-18 were added. Claims 15-18 are pending. 



Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 5-1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Holmberg, U.S. Patent No. 6,247,141, in view of Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA), 
in view of Rizvi et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,490,610, further in view of Helmer et al., U.S. 
Patent No. 6,411,991. 

Holmberg teaches the invention substantially as claimed including fault tolerant 
server systems including redundant servers (see abstract). 

As to claim 15, Holmberg teaches a method of operating a computer system, 
wherein the computer system comprises an application client, a first application server 
configured to process requests of the application client, a second application server 
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configured to process requests of the application client, and a database accessible by 
the first and second application servers, the method comprising: 

a first application server (col. 3, lines 10-11, Holmberg discloses a primary 
server); 

receiving, by the first application server, a request from the application client 
to the first application server (col. 3, lines 13-19, Holmberg discloses a client 
application request received at the primary server); 

forwarding the request to the second application server (col. 3, lines 5-22, 
Holmberg discloses a backup server, running if there is a problem with the primary 
server, receiving the request without the user knowing about the use of the backup 
server); 

receiving, by the second application server, the request from the first 
application server (col. 3, lines 5-22); 

generating, by the second application server, a response to the request (col. 
3, lines 5-22); 

forwarding, by the second application, the response to the first application 
server (col. 3, lines 5-22); 

receiving, by the first application server, the response from the second 
application server (col. 3, lines 5-22); and 

forwarding, by the first application server, the response to the application 
client (col. 3, lines 5-22). 
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Holmberg fails to teach the limitation further including detecting by the first 
application server that a database is not accessible. 

However, AAPA teaches the use of an application server informing the 
application client about the loss of a connection to a database, which must be happen 
after the application server detects the loss of the connection (page 1 , paragraph 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Holmberg in view of AAPA to detect, by the first application server, 
that a database is not accessible. One would be motivated to do so because it would 
be more efficient for a server to detect that a database is not accessible by it than to use 
a separate means for that function. 

Holmberg also fails to teach the limitation further including the use of a second 
application server when the first application server is not being able to access a 
database. 

However, Rizvi teaches a method and apparatus for implementing an automatic 
failover mechanism for clients accessing a resource through a server (see abstract). 
Rizvi teaches the use of an automatic failover system (col. 3, line 33 - col. 4, line 20). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Holmberg in view of Rizvi to use a second application server when 
the first application server is not being able to access a database. One would be 
motivated to do so because it would eliminate the burden of manually re-logging onto 
the database system whenever a database session failure occurs (col. 3, lines 37-39). 
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Holmberg also fails to teach the limitation further including sending a request 
from the first application server to the second application server. 

However, Helmer teaches a geographic data replication system and method for a 
network (see abstract). Helmer teaches the use of a failed server routing requests to a 
remote server for processing (col. 2, lines 2-15, 46-59). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Holmberg in view of Helmer to send a request from the first 
application server to the second application server. One would be motivated to do so 
because it would be a faster and more efficient backup for the server to forward the data 
to the backup server. 

Regarding claim 16, Holmberg teaches the method of claim 15 wherein the 
response is received, from the second application server, to an input queue of the first 
application server (col. 6, lines 10-18, 29-40, Holmberg discloses a queue with the 
backup and primary servers). 

Regarding claim 17, Holmberg teaches the method of claim 16, further 
comprising transferring the response from the input queue of the first application server 
to an output queue of the first application server (21) (col. 6, lines 10-18, 29-40). 
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Regarding claim 18, Holmberg teaches the method of claim 15, wherein the 
response is received, from the second application server, into an output queue of the 
first application server (col. 6, lines 10-18, 29-40). 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 



applicant's 


disclosure. 
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Pat. 
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6,625,141 toGlitho etal. 
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Pat. 
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Pat. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AVI GOLD whose telephone number is (571)272-4002. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:30 (1st Friday Off). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2457 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



